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Olde Towne Preservation Association( OTPA)
Begun in 1991 to help preserve the heritage and character of a slice of North Augusta, the organization has been
instrumental in doing that, but has done so much more. Olde Towne has evolved into a community- based association working to enhance the quality of life for the people of North Augusta, Aiken County, and the Greater Central Savannah River
Area (CSRA).

We would like to give a big HIPP- -HUZZAH HIPP- -HUZZAH we are finally going to have an event!!!!!” Christmas in
the Backcountry “ Had enough Turkey , Football ,and Shopping kids getting restless !!!!
Please Join us for the special time of year.
It will take place on the Saturday and Sunday after Thanksgiving. Normally this is only a one day event , the last
time we did this event it was a great success. We hope to make this another annual event. We will welcome
Father Christmas and Misses Christmas they will be in the Willow Springs Meeting House.
Please bring your children and Grand children do not forget your camera.
We plan to have all the buildings opened with demonstrations
Food for sale in the Ordinary please support the Marine Coups League.
The Sweet shoppe and Mercantile will both open at 10:30 Saturday and Sunday.

The Living History Park Game is ready to purchase, it is great fun and do not tell the children it is educational .A fun way to learn history and what life was like during the Colonial era. What is going off half
cocked , a pudding cap? In a few months we will have the second set of questions to purchase. This will be
a set of harder questions. Plan to visit the Mercantile and see the original board that was designed and
painted by Joanne Evans as a gift to the park. She is the artist that did the painting in the barn called Ham,
Eggs and Grits. She is always at the park in October and April events. Thank you so much Joanne!
Helping develop the game and questions were Mary White and Chris Payne and many interrupters
HIPP- -HUZZAH
So much has been done at your park over the past couple of months. The Forge roof has been replaced, the Cabinet /
Mercantile work is nearing completion. The City installed a large french drain to control water in front of the barn, as
well as a french drain at the Tavern to alleviate flooding in that building. The glass in all of the lampposts at the park has been
either replaced or cleaned (looks so much better). Rotted boards on the handicap ramp of the Thompson Academy have been replaced and boards on the walkover in the rear of the Barn have been repaired. I salvaged enough boards from the Forge project to
build a covered roof on the front of the Smokehouse. I have made two trips to Charleston to pick up old bricks to use at the park
where needed. I want to thank my daughter Rebecca, her husband Jeff, and her son, my grandson, Brantley for helping me to load
the bricks. We are working hard to have the Park in great shape for our “Christmas in the Back Country event. Jerry Murrell

I was asked what the Living History Park meant to me. The better question is what do I think the Living History
Park means to our community. That is easy.
The Living History Park is a one of a kind Historic Park that sits in the center of the CSRA which makes it available to everyone. It visually and dramatically tells the story of the birth of our nation. It brings the life of our
ancestors into reality. It is an educational experience for all ages.
The special events that attract re-enactors demonstrate crafts and life skills enhancing the picture of life in pre
-revolutionary era. The period characters are an interesting highlight.
In addition to the Park being a wholesome experience, it is available for private events. It makes a very desirable location for family and business gatherings.
I am thrilled to be a part of the park and I am a whole hearted supporter.
It is an important part of my life.
Gloria Norwood
Side note :The Norwood house ( Welcome center) was donated to the Living
History Park in memory of US Congressman Charlie Norwood By his family in 2007 .
There is a jewel in the heart of North Augusta and I’m always surprised when people say to me,“I didn’t know that place
was there!” It’s the Living History Park and it’s located at 299 W. Spring Grove Avenue.
The park has a number of permanent structures including The Mckenney Gardens and Glass House, (named after my late
husband, Hank, because of his volunteer work at LHP), a cabinetshop, a mercantile, a colonial barn, smokehouse, the
Spring House Tavern, and many more buildings and structures that depict life in colonial times.
There are several major events in the park during the year. Here are three: Colonial Times: Under the Crown and Colonial Trades Fair; Colonial Times: A Day to Remember and Christmasin the Backcountry.
The Living History Park is a wonderful place to see the history of life in colonial times when the re-enactors are on site to
demonstrate those life experiences for us. I have enjoyed the fun of seeing the colonial dress, houses, cooking experiences and life of the people in those days.
My late husband, Hank, enjoyed his volunteer work at the Park - working with a group of ladies todo weeding, planning
and caring for the garden areas and also cooking for everyone when the re-enactors were present. He said he had spent
enough of his life attending meetings and making business decisions and much rather enjoyed working in the dirt! And
doing the cooking for the crowd!
You can always learn something new with a visit to The Living History Park - something about the history of our country,
meeting new people from other parts of our country who come for the events, learning colonial life and generally just
having a good time being outside in the park.

Come join in some of these events - there are brochures at the Arts & Heritage Center of North Augusta or you can call
803-979-9776 for more information.
Helen McKenney

These two families have supported the Park for years with, donations and time
and labor. These are just 2 of the many families and businesses in the CSRA
and overseas. We feel it is only fitting at this Season of Thanksgiving that we
mention how grateful we are for continued supporters and volunteers to the Park.

Year end report :New roof on the Tavern that was a job Thanks to Carlos and his crew.!!! The roof really looks great. Insurance money it was leaking .
Removed the whole roof on the Blacksmith forge it was rotten due to pine straw and lack of sun
shine, trimmed back trees . Replaced it with a 12 x 2 pitch; hopefully it will help with the pine straw
problem .This project was partly supported by grant money.
Had a major problem with the Cabinet shop. Due to Covid, we had not been in several of these buildings for awhile. The roof on the porch and many feet on the roof had been leaking we lost half the
front wall and side of the building plus siding ,sheetrock and wood studs and headers David McGhee
and his crew have been working on it and have a dump truck full of materials that had to be removed. They are working hard to have it ready for Christmas in the Backcountry.( This was not
grant money.)
Mercantile had water damage, new walks and ramp had to be installed to stop the water from going
behind the moisture barrier. Over flow drums and French drains solved the problem ( boy what seven
inches of rain will do to a building.) Thanks to Reggie and his crew they have been lifesavers. ( This
was not Grant money) We know lots of visitors were upset because the park has been closed it was

strictly a safety issue.

Please remember your Living History Park at the end

of the year with your Tax free donations. We are a 501-c –3 non profit

If you have not been by the Park lately do yourself a favor and check out West Spring Grove Ave. This is our 7th
Eagle Scout project. Jack Livingston with his guidance of Troop 7 did a wonderful job not only of the road but
both sides of the Ordinary. Thanks GUYS and DADS and MOMS!!!!
Side note .Troop 7 has been a supporter of the park since the very first Event A Day to Remember Col. Samuel
Hammond October 31,1992 they provided a shuttle to the encampment and did the concession stand. at Riverview Park. HIPP- -HUZZAH HIPP- -HUZZAH

Wishes : what we would like to do for this next year to enhance the park and North Augusta
Tourism.
To construct a 24’ X 36’ Pole Barn near the Red Barn at the Living History Park: All beams and rafters will be
in rough cut cedar. Roofing to be hand split cedar shakes ¾” by 24” treated. Fireplace built out of stack
stone, Rumford style to allow for heat and outdoor cooking. Lighting will provide safety and night use. Floor
will be out of concrete stained to blend in with the stone fireplace. Chairs and Tables will be purchased to
allow for many forms of events, gatherings.
This pole barn will allow for outdoor events such as the city’s Fourth of July event, co-sponsored with the
Living History Park, family reunions, and concerts, meetings private and public. Outdoor nature talks, workshops, overflow area when the barn is being used for the many events. Boy Scout and Girl Scout groups and
churches and other Non-Profits in the area use the park also. We have many groups that use the barn and
park, in talking with these groups this building would be a wonderful addition and would enhance tourism
in North Augusta.

Special dates to remember:
Nov 27-28“Christmas in the Backcountry”
Dec. 4 Christmas for the Birds 10am –2pm , April 30 May 1 , 2022 Colonial Times “ Under the Crown
Membership is due your continued support is greatly appreciate
Membership Application or renewal
January —-December 2022
Olde Towne Preservation Association ( O.T.P.A. /Living History Park)
PO Box 7915

Apprentice_______

$20

North Augusta, South Carolina 29861

Settler (Family)___

$35

Name ________________________________________________

Journeyman_____

$50

Address ______________________________________________

Yeoman________

$100

City _______________________ State __________ Zip________

Colonist________

$250

Email______________Phone______________Cell____________

Loyalist_________
Governorship_____

$500
$1,000

All donations and gifts are tax deductible

Spring Tavern Society _ $5,000+

Living History Park & OTPA is a 501-c– 3 non-profit Please make your check to OTPA
www.colonialtimes.us _________________________________

